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|X] Box No. I Basis of the report 

Pri0rity • u nnV eltv inventive step and industrial applicability 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, invent* P 
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n This report , based on translations from the ori^ language into the followtng language , 

Q international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 
Q publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

filed" and are not annexed to thu report): 
Q the international application as originally fded/tunnshed . 

fx! the description: 

U " 1 pages 1-8 asoriginaUytiled/funushed 

pages* reived by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

[xl the claims: 

pages 10-11 as originally ffled/fumished 
pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
page* 9 reeeivedbythisAuthorityonUunelOOS with the letter of Hune200S 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 

fx] die drawings: 

pages 1/4-4/4 as originally filed/furnished 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
□ a sequence listing and/or any related tabled - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
| | the description, pages 
[ [ the claims, Nos. 
[ [ the drawings, sheets/figs 
| | the sequence listing (specify): 
r~] any tabte(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 

70.2(c)). 

|~| die description, pages 
| \ the claims, Nos. 
| | die drawings, sheets/figs 
j | the sequence listing {specify): 
□ any table(s) related to the sequence listing {specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded." 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



24-JPN-2006 02^5? .'A J.PARK 

- INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



64 9 3566990 : P. 14/18 



International application No. 
PCT/NZ2004/000166 



Box No IV Lack of unity of Invention 

I □ inresponsctotheinvitationtottstrict or pay additional fees the applet has: 



[ | restricted the claims. 
. Q paid additional fees. 
□ • paid additional fees under protest; . 
Q neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

, 4 ^..^to nf invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rvile 68.1, 

2 This Authority found that the r^^ 

^ not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3, ThisAut^ 
| | complied with. 

pel not complied with for the following reasons: 
^ L aa^ltoSand^rearcc^^ 

housing, a humidifier, and a chamber heatmg ^ K JL, and a patient outlet, 

gases supply, a humidifier engagement, a a SdifieriSe a Sdifier outlet and said 

said humidifier includes a ^ d ' fic Xr^Smtnt via a smde mXn, and said single motion of engagement 
chamber is engageable w,lh sad hunudxfter ™ * ' ^ ™ £ * ^ and ^ a 

urges the base of said hurmdificanon chamber adjacent a ^. m C ^f ^^^^ ^ £ te a second fluid 
firit fluid connection between saW pressurised gases fest ^d second fluid 
section between said humtdtfl^ gases reuun -d J^Tuf eSfiJte the first and second fluid 

SoSb^^ 

27S2T-ZZ££ It is consiled that ^ *~ «~ 

said open bottom of said container comprises a second special technical feature. 

Consequent the con^onfeature does not constitute^ 

secondsentence, since it makes no contnbution over the pnor art. Sm «™*^f ™ T^ondlentence no technical 
lack unity a posteriori. 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following pans of the international application: 
[X] all parts. 

[ [ the pans relating to claims Nos. 
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. : • '■ V »irJe 3Sf2 1 with regard to novelty, inventive step or .ndustml applicability, 

B01N0V Reasoned statment under Artide3S(2)Mthregara 

citations and explanations supporting such statement __ _ 



1. Statement 

■Novelty (N) 



Claims 1-14 
Claims 

Claims 4, 6-14 
Claims 1-3&5 
Industrial applicability (IA) Claims; 1-14 

Claims 



Inventive step (IS) 



YES 

NO 

YES. 

NO 

YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) • 

Dl AU 200065475 
D2 WO 1998/057691 
D3 WO 2001/010489 

earliest priority date of the claims. 
inventive Step f Tg ) naims L2. 5 

ClaUn 1 _ , . 1 And the disclosure of document D 1 resides in 

W difference between the invention defined in amended datm X »d fe ««• ^ 

£ filter means being ^^^^^£^S^t^t^ the skiU complement of a 
re™nSms of Article 33(3) PCT withregard to inventive step. 

^denot^^^ 

to a^rson skiUed in the art to do, they disclose all the features elatmed. 
^IdD^ 

I a person skilled in the art to do, they disclose all the features clauned. 
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I . Certain published documents. (Rule 70.10) 

,. V v , Publication date 

PY WO 2004/026382 1 April 2004 

'p, YEP 1369141 .. . 10 December 2003. 



Filing date 
(Jny/monthfvearl 

17 September 2003 
3 June 2003 
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Priority date ( valid claim) 

17 September 2002 
5 June 2002 



obvious. 



2, Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 



Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring to non-written disclosure 
(An yfm&nthhear) 
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In case the space in any of the preceding boxes *not sufficient 

Continuation of: V ■ 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

industrial At»l 5 ~»"T*Y f 1 M naims M4 

The claims are related to products capable of commercial application. 
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